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On April 17 in Havana, Cuban Council of Ministers vice president Carlos Rafael Rodriguez and
Soviet counterpart Leonid Ivanovich Abalkin signed a trade pact for 1990 worth the equivalent
of $14.168 billion. The trade agreements pertain to the last year of a five-year program signed in
1986. The addition of new Cuban exports of pharmaceuticals and sophisticated medical equipment,
among other items, in this year's agreement increased the trade value total by 8.7% over 1989.
Under the current five-year trade agreement Cuba imports oil, wheat, raw materials, foodstuffs, and
machinery parts. The Soviet Union's major imports under the agreement are sugar, nickel and citrus
products. Rodriguez told reporters that the 1990 trade agreement should put to rest speculation
appearing in the western press about the Soviet trade delegation's alleged mission in Havana to
place conditions on Cuba in order to continue the five-year trade pact. In response to questions by
reporters on a 1991-95 trade pact with Cuba, Abalkin said that Moscow has problems projecting its
own five-year plan, much less predicting the components of such trade protocol with Cuba. He said
trade relations with Cuba "will have to be more flexible" in the future. The Soviet official expressed
optimism regarding the future of bilateral trade with Cuba. In fact, he said, trade levels may double,
given the great potential of tourism, medicine, technological investments and joint enterprises,
among others. The two governments have established a high-level commission to negotiate terms
for next five-year economic cooperation program. (Basic data from Notimex, Xinhua, Radio Habana
Cuba, 04/18/90)
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